ROME EXPRESS

of the nations ". This is no great matter, for Marinetti, who
has also contrived to lunch well, opens the proceedings in
the afternoon with a violent polemic addressed to all decadent
peoples whoever they may be (we suspect the French, who
are showing signs of nerves). Yeats has gone quietly to
sleep, and Craig is dozing with the half-closed lids of a lion
who may at any time awaken. Nobody wants to discuss
the question of dramatic censorship, least of all the Russian
delegate whose eyes merely twinkle when it is raised. It is
simpler to speak of the assistance given by the State to the
theatre in various countries, in fact with the sole exceptions
of Britain and America. Ireland awakens to say that the
Abbey Theatre in Dublin is subventioned and yet preserves
that aristocracy of thought and tradition of letters which
must for ever be opposed to conceptions of mass-theatre.
Gropius again propounds the scheme of his Totahheater,
which is not entirely architectural but embodies the idea of
everybody's theatre and auditorium and stage, where every
form of presentation can be made. Josef Gregor, the
practical schokr of the dramatic collection in the Viennese
National Library, ranges over the theatrical arena from the
theatre of Epidaurus to the projects of Norman Bel Geddes
and Oskar Strnad, Copeau thinks that man as seen by
Moliere, always reasonable, always open to conviction,
determined the nature of theatre's pkce in life. We must
make ourselves as little children, but very intelligent little
children, before the human spectacle which is the spectacle
of the stage.
That afternoon was memorable in any case because
suddenly into the debate fell a bombshell;   a Jugo-Slav
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